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GJGDD-BADQ[D 83@ i1s published by Karen Anderson, 3 Las Pa-
.. Jlomas, Orinda, Califernia 94563, fer the
February 1966 mailing of. the. Fantasy Anateur Press Apsdclatien.
Greatighu in the morning, "this thing punches the o's out ef the
ewshion sheetl Okay, tryl(nops there) try it again with a film,
Qand s2t the striking forec: all the. vay up to 9 anil hope the capi-
$al lett:rs come through. ths quick bro-n fo - jumps ovar the lazy
~Aog AND I .N JOVIAL 3:4-NY GO» TLOSK UP TO WI. TH M e
S +‘”..;,,./, 5=-098755 21, that's the way the thing acts, can
you give mg-an astdmats on th= repairs®?
‘At leadt, -it's only the capitals anil a f2v of the less common
lewer.casz lzatters that are.so bal. The most frequently us=1 onss,
like ¢ and a, arz clesar 2nough.

Thz cover is from a phntoaraph taken by Douglaﬁ Jeffary of the
London Obsszrver. I1' m probably infringing th: papsr's copyright on
the plctur=, but let's not tell them, shall w2?

The Gestafa ed phntos are soms of thz fivs hunirﬁi or SO e
took on our trip, Th2y aren't in chronolegical ordzr; L hai to
arrangs them in the 42nsest pattern to gest them all on tro stan-
cils. Taking them in columns, top to bottom and lsft to rightg

My costumz (The mprass of idars) at the masqueral: . nAn board thz
Olympia. It ras done almost sntirely vith non-costume itams, so.
as to bv more or less fair to th: competition, and I haﬂn t plannoﬂ
it in aivance. Ths only thing from my London costume I 1321 -as:
the black body-makzup. I =won ths grand prize.. Thz only troublig
was, nobbdy rscognlizasi me aft:rvvarls; and eV rybrly I talks1 to
while I had it on thought I wa: a man. :

A stavekirk in a park-museum in-Osbo. This mussum is - full of
0ld pesasant builllngs from sit:s all over tho country.

A store in thz middle of athans. 1 don't remomb*r vhat they
sold == 1t was very ordinary -- and you woulln t thlnk it vas just
a front for the Cave Creatures.

I'hs square by the Great Church in .tnckholm. The church is
nff to the right in the plcture. Ths tockholm Bleod Bath teek
place on this spot; the strezts litzrally ran /ith bloed, and al-
though the 2-act numbsr of victimg isn't known, tradition says that
as many heads rolll=zl as thire arz blocks ¢fuwhite stone framing
the lndows of the building just to the right of centzr in the
picture.

The back entrance of thz British Musesum. I'm sitting on the
lion, but I may not show up ¥2ry 21l1l; the print was a coler en=s.
I malinly ;anted th: 3 pression on th: lion's fac2, and 1t leoks
very clear on the stencil.

>tarting on th: second plcture pag:: Gldleigh Castle, Davon-
shira. e camz across 1t by accidant, en our way te a circlz: ef
standlng-stones on th: 21gs of Dartmoor. It turned out to have o
bean buillt about a century aft>r the Norman conquest, on ths sitz
of an earlier castle Lhat had bzlongzd to Gytha, mother of Harold
Goduinson.

Tower Green. Tha chapel and 2 ecution ground are out of thoe
picture to thes right, and the Bloody Tower andl Traltors' Gatz to









the 12°t. <The builling at the right. with 2 2 - it

is Bravchazm)p Terzr. Goldharbour apnd the .hitz Tyver are at your
back. TIhus, this is the precise scene of Ihe 3 Yeomen cf tha Guard:
then Colonzl Fairfe - nakes his appearalce. he i3 be_ng taksn from
Beauchamp ;to Coldharbour. In th2 original picture, th:x:re are t./0
ratens at the 24ge of thz shadz a little left of center, but L
lon't think thay shor reccgnizably an ths stoncll. They just
rouldn't move out inte th: sunlight-

The Degr rstallker, Bakzr .treet, London. Not - far from ong of tha
t%0 bea“ﬁguGOSes ‘at shz locaticn of 221ba~e %5 :

Cfo~Maanon Taboratory. .33 2yzles., Framca¢ ;~ yr'hr%toly
lab -- or vhatever ¥ou call ig: thay sort flints, 2tc.Fintit --
illustrat,s thz reazcns for ny belief that the prople of southies-
tern Praxace never thirk of buwilding a ~hele keuss when thay can
start with a cave. "It is actually oart of the Cro-dagnon sitz.

Tannar's Close, Jdinburghg "Up tha clecsz and doum the stair,
But-an-ben ith Burkzs and Harzs; -Burka's tie bully, Hars's the
thief, and Lnox the bey o bvys the bzer.

A f2v brisf mailing comments. . - iney: I aavan't floim over
Japan or Ireiand 2ither on 37 2 2 a gr2at authority on
th=2 subject; but thinking hotographs of Korza, I
have thz2 inprsssion that t 1ch higher up th: hill-
sides than they wevld in anm ga, and that they %arﬂei to be snaped
to tha contours, nct =aquare. uaybe this 13 tha 2ay you do it, if
you havo tn farh the uills inst:al of cicesing only flat or rolling
lan1e <L denftarsezil thet Ipreland has much in the -ray of plains.

w5 4 andirons Hove to disagres. ith you about Lebrer's "Vatican

.Or i5 that what makes thed -UhWV?. (ho,'I rn not even christian, I'm

Rag.”, 3t dOI‘l: o alneLs '-{1\_,- ;“.’r cS arﬁ 'J"ln"‘" Tr’:l caill thm T)'O.Lntl S3e

agnostic.) I thought Yovr olacki —~jokis w2 funricr-n hell, tho,

and so 4id Poul. . . - o;;sby: Cur Hyatt hou°= is aliing n2r con-
vention facilities, tody ' Rogoers & sterk can't waits -~ Hey, did’
you see Ihe .iender ihrecd? Ihis is the onsiihere dmne Bancroft &
N ora o ) a At
%ﬁ?“gfl*?, an%t"g%‘tokgip 7gglgf lop?é?a fﬁﬁ 5 §t32§3; oaghtgL%g g
“in tae ﬁat“WV Hyatt :House. vith a convantlicn ged iny.on, Boy, if
that neasleciers' nnnvmnticv g authantic, 2o Tindzr they think

w2're guiet and rofingd. ¢ x Ligmant . f“ﬂ Huffzt parcdiocs are a
gas. . o o Hamsen: w2 anﬂ end:r iz rizht. It Lknocks ms ovaer to
see Nawswrgak wish ajcovey  that Legks like ~cn°th*-b frem a 1940

~in

) a1

Jsfouniipg -~..2a cling,Ur 0 a tuceman thpu.n Crol% ~- and the damn

t:lien fral grothor Stagashin, Hy God. Anq
a1l ineotadibla Chrdsthas prasent.
FIERE SV tths yzar, fuil cf zoodies
a¢ SRS e S TS b= S S5 A T -
y — 1aet to of my
2. & actually -
sict a crorl for
-

=

thing is a ;“ﬁ“?vr;;u
o' Dacambzar 20tha- 4444 bhard:d - qs
Thelir arnual uu“vanticn vas ir Ba
1ika symposia ereectraterrestrial
rtarsteller CCi::a:ca*'v*,‘ Q2 211
biggast hopreas: Clyde 7 2
got to tallt o litile Uith'fbubguq

a man whe merely disccvarel Piusc: but krarr D'dde lueky just to
get the auwtecgzaph cf the Man ho |alked In Spdees v s0vIlizot: it —-

:_ff""‘l Lot GOosh-

on tha titla vﬂro of ¥ouls copy cf 'sen 7

owboyoboy. . - . Hevelin: Irps dcurnal —- good mriet. » . o #Hof-
= 2

fat..hﬂo? welve Bat .z corrvact dafinitlivop of 'a »netard, ho.r-about
Placing 1t? Hariet iz saying (III. %. 200 £f) that he knors we's
being sent to mglaxnd to be mr=wiared, but will turn th: tablos.
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Sunset flung the shadous of cliff-bastlioned Kirkadia far .across
‘the weed=-strewn sands. Where the broad granlite causeway climbed to-
vard a-gap in the coastal hills, 1it still by the dipplng sun, a spot
of moving color told of men who hoped to rzach the gates that night.
Their horses were swift, and a bright flicker of gold came from vwrist
and throat before they rode into the sweeping shadow.

They came up to the lover gate, three dark shapes against the
burpl%ng hills, and Halted at the guards's challenge: " . 'ho -rould
ass? | p
E MHealth to you, friend," came the answer, tinged with a norsh-
ern accent. " .ies are strangers and well-wishers, come from the
Twelve Isles to see the noble city of Kirkadia. .e bear royal grect-
ings from our lord to yours.'

"Our lord the king-regent does not love strangers,' grumbled the
guardsman as he struck fire to light a torch. '"Let me see what mes-
sagss you bear, and tell me your names and each-man's quality."

The stranger who had ansvered first dismounted and took a:.rolled
parchment form his saddlebag. "I am Devinald, son of the Qount of
Estia in the Kingdom of the ITwelve Isles. My companions are named
Pinlis and Narvo; they are cousins, and nsphews to the buke of Lorro
in the same kingdom. Behold here the imprasssion of ths royal seal of
the Twelve Isles.' .

The guardsman peered at the heavy wax seal that sa2cured the
scroll, then looked at the three traveslers. They were tawny men, nog
~-only .because of the copper-colored torchlight; they had red-brown
hair lightened by the sun, and a ruddy comple::ion under their Rzavy
tale In the land of Kirkadla, men have ‘darker halr and sallovw skin



that 1s 1ittle touch=4 by the sun. Thelr clothing, though road-
grimzd, was of good- gualitys supple-dark leather boots, fine twilled
breeches, and dyed linen tunics in the Island style with bands of enm-
broidery at yoke and hem. The wore massive gold bracelets and coell-
ars, and thelr belts -and scabbards were richly tooled.

=  Turning to one of his fellows within the gatehouse, the guards-—
man shouted, "You there!  Take, thelr names to His Highness!" 4nd to
the Islandérs: "Wow, sirs; it may be that the king-regent will wish
you to return at-another” time, when the rebel duke is put down. If
soO be, you may spond the night here in the gatshouse and leave at:
daybreak. There's no need for you to spend the night in th: hlll-
pastures, or lie on a peasant's floor with the pigs.'

Devinald and his companions thanked the guardsman, recognizing
that. the affer.ias indeed a generous one. But when hardly half a do-
zel -stars_had_ventured into .the dark. eastern sky. a message came from ..
the palace to say that the visitors. itere to be escorted to the king-. -
regent, to deliver their messages and to be guested while they visit-
ed the city. ¢

As thelr sscort clop-clopped ahead of them up the tilsting
streets, Devinald drev his horse close to*Narvo's and said softly:

"I can see more reason fhan hospitality in this royal guesting.”

"I too," saig Narvo. ".e will be watched closely, and be shown .
only what the regent is willing that a spy should see.'
"slore," answered Devinald. 'le will be questioned concerning

the pessible strength of the rabel forces. Hark how I answer’ him,
and follow suit.”

Narvo nodded understanding, and they let their horses drift a-
part. ‘ ;

Atrived at the palace, they were led to a hinh restvard-facing
room under whose windows the pale surf rustled in-the moonlight. . .a-
ter was.brought for washing, and a Iittle later their saddlebags,
7lth the request that they be realy to appear-in the Great Hall in
half an hour -

Devinald towelad hils face . and reached. for his bags, making a
grimace at the door. '"I'll take th° small bed. By my handg, 1t s a
distance down to the vater:"

'4 good thing we're honest folk UhO “don! t need. to leave by the .
window, 1 sald ‘Finlis. "You maan mg and Narvo:-to share the big bed,
then? Wy cousin kicKed in his sleep when we were chlldren, he thrash-
es about . like a hooked sea-serpent nowv he is grorn, and I count it no
improvement."

"A sea~serpent?" said Narvo. "You wrestle llke the sea Tamer
giﬁh tgefserpent on ‘his hook. e ll drar lots for the rlght to sl
one.

The outcome was that Finlis won the small bed and Devinald moved
his .bags  to the foot of the large one. They unpacked ‘their clean

cloth ing and shook out the wrinkles as best they might. At thz end
of the half~hour, a page summoned them, just as they wers buttoning
the last buttons .and ssttling their belts. g

I'ne Great Hall was lofty and long, with 1leep-s=2t uindous on the
western side, and wide tapestries betueen to cover the harsh granite



walls. Before ecach tapestry stood tyo great candelabra with tallow
candles as thick .as'a man's vwrist. On the:eastern sides vere ‘tapes-
tries“again, with thelr candelabra, but between the tapestrlies and
opposite each window were arched niches in 'rhich stood spegarmen. As
to-~ Say. Men protect this throne on the east; but on the west, the-
sea, The north énd of the hall mountzd three steps,and here irere tuo
thrones, and against the walls at elther side uwere lesser chalrs.

A1l the floor below was full of folk, besides some more notable
wvhoe stood-on the dals near the thrones. Iheso southwestern men wore
dark -hose and rich, close-fitting tunic Jorked in gold, and their wo-
men wore flowing goims of samlte, rose and sky-blue and ‘pale green
and saffron. dZars and fingers glintaed with jewels. The'notables on
the dals added a loose fur-trimmed overgown, both men and women, and
wore Jeweled cellars, T

-~ On one throne sat a man of midile age proud and overbearing,
the most richly dressed of all, and on that at his left a maiden,’
simply dressed in whitz silk and appzaring shy and uncertain. -

- 50 there they are, thought Devinald. The hal f-King, who Has no
rizht to be king, and his niece the half-.ueen, who has little chance
to be queen~ - kHagy-tCc-see that some vould rathzr crown the rebel
Du.kec

T But-Devinald shut avay such thougnts and kept to the requlre=-
ments of protocol., He-agnd his companicns ere presented- to the King-
Regent and the Crown .Princess, 'and offered thz-scroll of greetings
from the King of the Twelve Isles. _&fter a brief conversation, thay
were dlsmissed to one’of the gowned Lord Vynan, white-bearded and’
dignified, He presented them to the others on the dals. In a short
time ~trestke tables were brought in,with benches for those below on
the floor, while the chalrs on the ﬂais wTere set for the notablas,
and the company sat dovm: to meatgs

i fhere was little talk at table beyond what was necded for po-
liteness' sake. Goblets were kéept filled with wine, but Devinald
took care. to drink little and thought that thes regent drank less.

.hen the tables ver= cleared, te pegent summoned the thrze visitors

to niﬁné??68£ Faln 'i higno 85_?hgi%ho£ Bl a%ogng%l £S6ns 3ide,
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king-regent ordered moved to a place by thé others, and wine set in

plenty on the table. Thls done, he dismissed the servants and shut.

the dsors.

.e'll be more private thus," said the regent. "y lord Vynan,

you’ll be our cellarer. o-ee that-our guests 40 not lavk."

"4s you will, your highne ss,' sa&d Lord Vynan. He filleigoblets
for all and they sat,

"You must have passed throueh Teshoda on your way here from the
Isles;" began ' the king-regent. :

"Yes, your highness. .e stopped there for a week or more, rest-—
ing our mounts and amusing curselves,' :

"‘hat do men there say of ‘their buke Baras?"

“¥any things, both good and ill. They do net seem to fear him.
Bawdy; scurrilous. Jests _and even songs about him circulate freely,_
and ng one is punished,” answvered Devinald.

"Seditiops and llbels° He leaves them unpunished?"

gl




"Truthfuvlly, your highness, I do not recall hearing any out-
right-sedition. .hat I recall was mainly, though coarse, rathsr ad-
miring than otherwise."

"You sse, my lords!" the regent said, glaring at his councilors.
"Duke-Baras is profligate and squanders his dignity. He dishonors
his ducal seat amd thereby all the nobility of Kirkadial .e uwill

not meet his terms., nor will wve shO" him mercy vhan he rises against
us.” we will Jestroy him utterly." 3
There was.a.murmur of agreement from the coupcllora, and the re-
genr askeds "Yhat good 4o thsy pretend to find ipnimz"
= "He is lax in enforcing the lau, your highness,".saig Davinald,

"and for this they call. him- merciful.. They say that.if his soldlers
take ‘anythiny without. paymont, or do other injury, petitlion may be
made and double restltutlon is crantoi. Por.this they call him just
and open-—handz d, e 2

"Marcy 15" the enemy of justlc0 anﬂ la" 'said the regensi.  ‘such
behavior in the name of justice:ls mere la”lessness;- ‘hatt To en-
courageg, nay even more, to reward petitions against his own ‘servants?
If any dared bBring me such an outrageous petition, -his insolence .~
would be rewdrded with a flogging. .hat do they szy.of the Jjustice
of his rebellion against me, his rightful master?¥ Do. they followu hlm
in flouting the ldw, and calling lavlessnass by the name of justice?’

Finlis answered. '"They say, as no doubt hé has told them, that.
1f the Crowm Princess Lia be not yet competent to rule alone -- hav-
ing reach:d her majority three years ago --- then a competant hzir of
the blood royal should "take her placer

"That is the tale Duke Baras has put into their mouths, kno'lng
well that he is the only living prince of the bloodi' cried the re=
cent. "Hour can he, much less the rabble of Teshoda, .judge the prin-
cess' competence®- He sits in Teshoda -~ has never seen Kirkadia --
and he sets himself to judge what is right and wrong for the whola
kingdom. The princess is still as pliant as a child. I would, bs’
failing in ‘the trust placed in me if I released her from my tutelage
too soon. .hy, she -- and through her -Kirkadla -~ would be at the
mercy of any rogue or adventurer who wormed his way into her confi-
dence. A4nd in his effrontery Duke Baras thpeatens that if I havs not
naTﬁd a coronation day by #didswmer Day, he will take arms agalnst
me -

.hether the people of Teshoda bzlieve rightly is neithzr here
nor there, your highness,' Lord Vynan said gently. "The question is
vhether they believe what thelr duke tells them. It would appear -
that they do. Are they willing, then, to tak: arms in his support?"

"Yes, what of that?" asked the regent more calmly. "Do taey
grumble at his troop Tovies?! :

"Your . highness, he has not as yet levied any trocps beyond his
standing forces," answvered Desvinald. "Indeed, in some Tashodan
towns, I heard men say that they feared the duke would not be btrong
onough, and I frequently sawy target pract:ce vith cross-bous.”

A ‘hat! He allows the peasants arns?" 2

X thmnk it would be folly to deny them, your highnoss,' said;
marvo;__ "iMfountain-deer as commonsr farz than muttons; they must de-’
bend much on hunting for their food. The land is not so rell suiteqd
to grazing as heresabouts.". ‘

"That may be. But 1f they are armed, he may look for troublez


thmnk.it

when he sends his,pressgangs out." : : R

Further questions wee in the-same veln. The- thrse visitors an-
swered carefully and d4id not correct the king-regent when he misin--
terpreted thelr ansvers. On their part; -the received an imprassion
of thqéegent as a merciless autocrat vho would not willingly resign
his power. fVentuale he dismissed them; having instructed Lord Vy=-
nan to arrange a havking party for the mdrrow.

After the lamps were blomn out in' their high room, Narvo spoke
"softly in Devinald's ears” "Hawking tomorror. His entertainment does
much honor to jounger sons of outland lords." .

‘ Men of such birth are commonly ambitions, and he knows it well,
my frleni, murmured Devinald. ‘hen they take service with forelgn
kings, their security lies in -the king's continued favorj they have
no family interests to further, and no family strength for support.
such a one, indeed -- well traine? to ohedience, discrest, and reli-
able -- might seem a sultable prince conseott through whom an e~
regent could- still rule shall we draw lots for her, Narvo?“
a0 B ol e hE vay we 4réw lots for bedsi" |

"That was business. And I say- again, after having. sczen hls <
mind, - that this room has an ear at cvery wall. Now for tomorroiri
The princess may not go hawking with us. ' say first that you-are
travel-sore, and would like to rest, I will ask vhether shz 1is to
agcompany us. If. she is, play the flatterecr amd say that the balm
of her presence. -till heal you -~ no doubt you know the style.  You
know your part from there. I will try to speak with Lord -Vynan. Hn
is % good . courtler, but I do not believe hs is vhollef ‘the regent's
party.'

MR (et replled Narvo slovlys ”He is a man who lovass honor, and
takes no joy in deceit.”
"The joys of Jeceit are varlous, my. frland, sald Devinald.

s,
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.As the ne- t'day S sun passed middle morning, it shone between
puffy clouds on Devinald anj Lord Vynan as they palsedi On Beroz

Ridge. The borrowed falcon, one of the eaent’s, shifted uneasily on

Devinald's wrist and half-opened its wings, then was . -still analn.

"As you sax, a man cannot be fathomed in‘so fev hours," said
the old councilor. "But you are right: he will. not yield willingly
any .scrap of the pover now in his hands. I have watched him gather
that power. "Yau nust understand that his blood is in no way royal,
scarcely even noble. He Dbegan by marrying the young and much belo-
ved sister of our late kings .nen the queen dled, the king turned
even more to his sister. The king's vill committed his young daugh- -
ter to the care of -hls sister and that of her husband; and her hus-
band's wish iras-her law, .hen sh:z too died, the regency passsi -to
him alone. ! :

"5o that is - his relation to the crown princess! .And vhat is

that.of the rebellious Duke Baras?'" asked Devinalg. Y

"The dukes of Teshoda descend-in direct line from a former klng,
who invested his second son with the duchy. Our royal line is not
prolific;othe only living prince of the blood is Duke Baras, who 1s
har third cousin.”




A cloud passed over the sun. Lord Vynan looked around on feel=-
ing the chill of its shadou. Two rock-pigeans fluttered up from be-
low; he loosed his falcon at one and Devinald his at the other. They
watched without speaking. : :

.hen the pigeons <ere taken and the falcons were back on their
wrists, Devinald spoke again. '

"Many deaths gave the regent his position,'’

Jome have said so," agreed Lord Vynan.

" hat if some accident befell him? Is the Orown Princess Lia
indeed unready to’'rule?" : ‘

"Tf sa, 1t.is because he has kept her ignorant-and poverless.
But she is not the pliant child he.calls her. oshe would be crowned
at once 1f she would take him for prince consort." .

"Perhaps another prince consort might be foumd. One who is al-
ready-called . . . Jjust, mereiful, and opsn-handed. 4And wvho does notg
fear peasants vith crossbowss" P
4 ".ho, moreover, hears petitions and does not use press-gangs?"
Lord Vynan looked searchingly at him. " such a marrkage would be the
greatast good fortune. But it could not be possible except by the
most  remarkable acclident.”" el Al i ‘

Dzvinald met his gazs. " 'hat a pity that he is so unlikely to
meet an accident with a crossbov." ;

' he suggested..

. some miles away, in grass-grown Ormo Valley, Narvo and Princzass
Lia had given up cven the pretence of havking. Given up much earlier
yas also the sterile and high-flovm courtly flattzry Narvo had used
uhen he pretended to go hawvking only "to bask in the brightness of
her gyes.” A - 0 .

"It was a colorable ei:cuse t0 be sure of your company,” he had
explained. "It rould have served even if you weren't beautiful. But
I have a more important reason for wishing to- speak privately with
you." He told her then that, vhen He passed through Teshoda with his
companions, :he. had been entrusted with an important ‘commission by her
distant cousin, the duke. :He was to find out from her what role she

vould be willing to play 'in his plans for the overthrow of her tyran-
nous regent. If she would claim the throne at once, he would support

her. If she did not =wish to razign, but would abdicate in his faver,
he yould guarantee hepr his protection., . But elther way she most pub-
licly disavow her uncla. . L

she had. listeried rithout comment and promised to: taknk of the
matter; and since then, forgetting that harsh subject, they had tale
kKed mainly about themselves.

Now, as the sun passed upvard betireen puffy clouds on its vay
toward noon, -thHezy 'sat in companionable silence on a conve .nisnt stone

7hile their hor: i TR - ed g a 4
gr%ncegs siokaﬁges cropped the flower-tufted grass By and by the

"I am sickened by this struggle for possession of the throne,"
she said., "I wish I could escape.it entirely -- forever, I wish
you would take.me awyay with you to the Tuklve Isles, thore I nsed ne-
ver hear the name of regent or duke again," ,
_. "I can vell understand, princess, that you loathe and fear. the
King-Regent," said Narvo. "But the duke? hy, you Know me no better
than you do him. .hy are you so much readler to trustyourself to an.


escape.it

unknovn outlander than t0 your kinsman and countryman?" - .

"My dousin, my uncle =~ what diffepence?" shg shrugged.

"And a stranger. You lknow: nothlng of mes Y u do not even know
whether “the birth I claim is mine." & . 2 :

"Your birthi Narvo, I hear of nothing but hirth and rank. I
never-want to hear of it again.”

"I have lied to you, princess. I am not vhat I have said."

_ "Then I have forgotten évarything you have said. I don't care
what you are. Take'me to your home in the Tuwelvé Isles -~ if it's
only a peaoant cottage, I will be satisfied. I love you, Narvo. =
Take me avay.' ol

sy T gladly take you 'away, dear prlncoss, "hetanswerazd. "But

%hen surely there is no reason for.you not to abdicate in the quke'’s
avor.'
- "Noi" she cried vehemently. "I am afraid, to stay so long with-

in my.uncle's reach -~ and I yill not obey my cousin. .@ must escape
at once -- tonight ~- this minute: Inough for themithat I have left
the kingdom forecver." Lhe paused anl cought her breath, then said
more slowly: "But .-. . n0o, why should I have thought you cared for
me? You only wish to carry out your commission from the dukz." Lhe
began to weep.
"Oh, my princessi' -He took her in his arms. and stroked har .

hair.- ".e will go tonight. ‘here can e find a priest to marry us?"

1t was nearly noon, and time to start back toward the fortress
city, when Finlis met farvo and thepprincess. Leaving his companion
to escort Princegs Lia, Narvo rode back to a. rendezvous with D’Vlnald
and Lord VJnan°
i My nevs is good,"” he greeted Devinald, Jlﬁmounting.
~%and so is mine. .I'l1l hear yours first."

. “The princess, rather than taeke any public’' stand -- cilther to
demand the wrown for herself or to resign it to the ‘duke -- has asked
me to take her avay secretly to the Tuvelve Isles. I warned. her that

I had lied to:-her about.myself. sLh2 insisted that she :rantzd only to™

escape, and preferred nie to her relatives."

"And vhzt then?" asked Lord Vynan incredulously.

"S>he has gone to find a priest vho will marry us tonight.”

"Is this your plan, Devinald?" demanded the old councilors "To
maryy - Sur rightful gqueen to a utramne¢ and send her into lifelong.
exile? oAk

- "By o means," Devinald ensered. He nodded to Narvo.

"You -trust hiz? I.may spealz fullyx?!

"He is Lo regert's man, but one conecerned for the good of the
whole realmo ]

"Then I.place my life 3 i your hands,ﬁmy lord." . He. 'had iropped
his Esland accent.. "I am no outlander, but Baras of T&shoda."

"That 1s inpossible;" sald Tord Vynan.coldly. "I have never”
seen the Duke of Tashoda, -but I know 'rell znough that Hs is no broim-
haired, ruddy-faced Islander, but a true Kirkadian."

"Spirits of winé wvillrdlean my face, and my hair will soon show
black-at the roots. But you do right to doubt; here is my seal." He
took a ring from a small pouch that hung about his neck, hidden under
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his tunic. Putiing thz ring on his finger, he held out his hand to
Vynan.

"The hand -- how could I not have seeni!" The old man bant his
knee and kissed the outstretchzd hand. "“dy lord duke, I once knew
your father well. Your hand is as like %o his as to itszlf. 4and
nowr I ook , I see that aside from the differencs of color your brow
is very like your father's. But that do you hore, my lord? ~You are
in mortak danger." :

"T' created the danger with my ovm illeconsidered ultimatum. On
account of it, I have come here to try another means of placing my
queen on her throne."

"It's yet to be.seen ”hethel Princess Lia w11l marry this Jecoi-
ver Then she learns that he 2::pzcts her to become queen after Zolits
said Devinald. . "But he is perﬂuaslv Horz lmportant to con ider-
now is what wrould happen if their marrlape vere announcad.”

".hy, the regency would be endel," saidq Lord Vynan. ”He would
have no claim to further authority." .

- ".ould 1t be so? I say that the war vould only break out so =
so muech sooner, and witn the positions revzersed. .ill he quietly
step aside irhen power is snatched so from his very han&s””

~ "I believe Devinald is r ight," said Duke Baras. "Though his
troops fear him, they are still his-and not mine, and their officers
see thelr only security in his service. They would not desert lmms-
dlately to my service, nor would I rant them all. I came here in
the. hope of ending this intolerable regency by vit instead of de-
struction."

"Finlis and I are strangars here, who will leave and never res
turn," said Devinald. "I do not-ask any man to take thgname of mur-
derer.on himself, even 1f it be softened to tyrannicide. But we have
been soldiers before this, and even headsmen."

. "You would -- " began Lord Vynan.

".e would ask only a reasonable chance to escape. "

“.hen was all this plannoJ’ You seem to0 have declded sverys
things® You are not Tzshodans? -.ho are you?"

"Devinald and Finlis came from the Twelve Isles to Teshoda a
month.ago," said Duk: Baras. "I would call them a kind of mercenary,
but of counsel ‘rather -than battles. IMad already sent my demand to
the king-regent, welieving I could carry the situation by the mere
threat of war. I was horrified to find I was wrong. Learnlng of my
commitment to a ‘rar I did not wvant, they laid these plans.”

"I see. Yes, I sce and uniderstand all your reasoning.: - .hat
comes -ne:xt?" said Lord Vynan. "It will be necessary- to have the tuwo
of 'you ;:dded before the regent.dles. Thus e may proclaim you king
at once

. "Consort, not king," Duke Baras corrected. "3uch a proclamati~-
on will be so unazpected-that soldiers and nobles alike will be con-
fused and hesitate to drawr wreapons. Thus we galn breathing space.”

i At what hour, than? Houw quickly can this marriage be arran-.
ged?" -

‘hen the company in the Great Hall sat dowmn to meat that night,
there vere many hidden tensions. Princess Lia, now wedded, could
credit little enough that fact alone, so sudden and unzzpcectzd. That
the man to whom she had offored her love that morning was not a van-



derer from the Tielve Isles but the Duke of Teshoda-in disgulse, she
could understand even less. she kept her eyes on her plate,rather
than ‘let them stray betrayingly to him, or flinch from -her ireaided
uncle.
i Devinald and Finlis were sullenly furious. Lord Vynan had becen
entrusted with the task of seeing that the two of them were given 3
pldces on the dals not far from the king-regent, one on either side.
A toast ¢o the gueen's relign was to be the signal upon which they
w2re to rise as 1f in response and stab the regent. 3But they had not
beén given places on the dals at all; they were at the head of the
lover table on the western side. hat had gone wrong? ind rhy had
Lord Vynan not warned thom? .
"idaybe someone vas afwzald," sald Finlis in Devinald's ear.

. "Or maybe somecne was suspicilous,” cvame‘the ansver.

Finlis looked up at the dals. - No.glues could be galned there:
the regent alwvays looked coldly suspilcious, and Lord Vynan wore a
conrtlier's mask. Ne:t to him, whers sither Devinald or Finlis .should
have been, vas thelr protended countryman. .as his face flushed with

2citement, or was it only the ruddy stain that was part of the dis-

guise? f :
y The meal was not yet over, but suddenly. the disguised duke stood
up. PFinlis held his breath and feolt Dev*nald stiffen next to him.

"To the luecen's reign!"

A babble of surprise filled the hall 7ith some scuffling as 7
folk prepared t0 rise to the toast -- but only if the king-regent did
so. -On the dais, Lord Vynan sprang to his feet and-plunged his dag-

er into the regent's heax
< p Long llvegthe Quebnlﬁ he cried. ’Long live --

But one of the specarmen on the east side of the.hall had reco-
vered too qulckly. Hls ain was good and the spear stbod clean through
Lord Wynan's chest. : : D=l

staggering, he clutched at the - regent S throne. and gasped out,
"Long live Prifce ‘Consort Baras.'

Davinald an? PFinlis rushed tqQuard, the dals, where the old coun-
cilor "Xs aéclng to the floor., He smlled gr%miy at them as they =

gasza d”hlm dovm on ! his side. o
“"Better so," he said. Baras agreed.

"But i1t was-our plan," protestzd Devinald. ' .e should have ta-
khen the risk, not you." ; .
- "You are stramgers-» It was my right,"” hé whispered, and died.
. somerhere, at the infinite distancsz of an arm' s-resach, ueen Lia
announced her narriage to Earas of Tesnoda, and the cheering began.
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Jhe
Clazzics
Lfmstuffed

Larks at hcaven's gat:
ind golden flo rers waklng.
irise, my lady.
(Ka)

.2 are too worlily.
Better 2 admire naturs
Or 2ls: be pagans.

(Pa)
I am just a shzep
ini I am very fortunate
To havz a shepherd.
(PaY

Littlz hors2, bz still
Hzre in the sno y voolland.
sooniwe vill go on.

(Ka)

.om2thing breaks a all.
.2 must builld it up again,
.2 friendly neighbors.
(Ka)

ing of nasty snakes
Foul bzasts.and ugly beatle
Banned from royal slzep.
(Ka)

s

T

Bug out, uelancholy,
Jomz2 J:s3t ani mirth and jollity,
* -= 4dre you s inging it?
(Ka)

Hor 10 I lovz th227
Let me count on my fingars.
I'11 need ny toes, too.

(K4)
Bzast and dam hz sle'r
To clzans: thz hall of Hrothgacr.
4 Adragon raltel.

(K&P4a)

By thz —alling avz
Near your tomb, I rav: at doom
In gloom, Ulalum=.
(K&P4)

unset in mountains --
oy summits, and 2choss
Of somz damn bugle.
(Pa)

>2aslde and sungset
A holy quiet, and thou,
Dzar little bastaril.
(Pi)

Go1

I think I-might plant tre2s.
I just —ritz poams.

>

-~

KA)

-
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